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Abstrak 

This study looks into how well flowcharts might help students write proposals. Students frequently struggle with 
structuring ideas, maintaining coherence, and adhering to methodical processes when drafting proposals. 
Flowcharts were used as a visual planning tool to help students navigate the stages of proposal development, 
including problem identification, objectives, technique, and anticipated results, in order to solve these problems. 
The study used a pre-test and post-test approach with students who were taught through activities based on 
flowcharts. Organization, clarity, and overall writing quality increases were measured by analyzing data 
gathered through writing exams. The results show that using flowcharts greatly improved students' capacity for 
idea generation, logical proposal structure, and cohesive information presentation. The study advises including 
flowcharts into writing training after concluding that they are an excellent teaching method for enhancing 
students' proposal writing abilities. 
 
Kata kunci: Writing Abilities, Flowchart 
  

 

INTRODUCTION 

English consists of four language skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 

One of these language skills is writing. Writing is the process of expressing thoughts, 

ideas, opinions, experiences, events, and history, such as in letters, notes, shopping 

lists, and so on. Writing is the process of transforming thoughts and ideas into written 

form. Writing is not simply the process of combining words into sentences or 

paragraphs, as in writing (Ahmad et al., 1967) (Belcher, 1995) but rather the sequence 

or steps of organizing ideas, thoughts, and feelings in the form of words, and 

combining sentences into paragraphs, each of which is a closely related sentence. 

However, writing is still a problem, most students do not know how to do free writing, 

because (Wang & Zhou, 2017) (Hyland, 2013) and they lack strategies for composing 

texts independently. Furthermore, most of them do not enjoy writing and lack 

confidence in writing on their own. The problem is that students cannot improve their 
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writing skills. They are confused about writing and sometimes they remain silent and 

do not produce anything. There are several problems in writing faced by students. 

First, writing requires good grammar (Yulandari, 2023). Non-native speakers must 

remember rules in structures that are very different from their own language; Second, 

people are often known to spend less time writing than listening, speaking, and even 

reading; Third, when students who learn English as a foreign language write 

something, they have a big question in their mind whether it is correct or not. 

Furthermore, most of them say that writing is very boring. Students usually complain 

when they are asked to write something. And many genres make them bored too. So, 

in conclusion, writing is the most difficult skill that any foreign language learner may 

face. It is one of the activities that is not easy to do (Damayanti et al., 2024). In writing 

this proposal, we also do ways to make it easier and more enjoyable for students in 

preparing proposals, especially in classroom action research courses. As stated by 

(Demos, 2021; Khasinah, 2013) Classroom action research is an activity or action 

carried out by teachers to determine students' abilities in writing student proposals, 

especially in the correct steps. In writing a proposal, it begins with an introduction 

that contains what interests them in writing a proposal, a theoretical review that 

contains expert views/opinions related to a theory that will be raised in writing the 

proposal, and what methods will be used in making the proposal. 

This research also discusses media, such as according to (7) Teaching media is 

any hardware and software used as a communication medium with the aim of 

increasing the effectiveness of the teaching and learning process. 

So, in conclusion, writing is the most difficult skill any foreign language learner 

may face. It is one of the activities that is not easy to do. In writing this proposal, 

methods are also implemented to make it easier and more enjoyable for students, 

especially in classroom action research courses. As stated by (5,6), classroom action 

research is an activity or action carried out by teachers to determine students' abilities 

in writing student proposals, especially in the correct steps. In writing a proposal, it 

begins with an introduction containing what interests them in writing a proposal, a 

theoretical review containing expert views/opinions related to a theory that will be 

raised in writing the proposal, and what methods will be used in making the proposal 

(Nugraha & Basuki, 2021). 

This study also discusses media, as according to (7), teaching media is any 

hardware and software used as a communication medium with the aim of increasing 

the effectiveness of the teaching and learning process. Combined with the research 

background, this research question is formulated as follows: "How does the flowchart 

media help students improve their research proposal writing?" 

Review Literature 

Problem-Solving Approach 
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In Di (Al Islamiah & Sari, 2021) Using Outlining Strategy in Essay Writing for 

ELT Students (Setiawati, Muhtadi, & Rosaliana, 2019) how the analysis of essay 

writing research was then carried out by. This study discusses the outline strategy 

applied in the essay writing class of ELT students in the English Language Education 

Program of STKIP PGRI Sidoarjo which was attended by 10 students in 2019. The 

instruments used in this study were observation checklists and questionnaires. The 

data technique used is qualitative data, where the data will be described. The first 

research instrument, the researcher used an observation form checklist for 

implementation assessment by observing class essay writing and following learning 

activities from beginning to end whose data is described in a table with a check mark, 

the results show that many activities are carried out by students in class to improve 

their ability to write essays through the outline strategy. 

(10) The Effect of Outlines to Improve Students' Writing Skills in Second-Year 

Students of Sman 3 Mamuju (2020) which looked at the influence on writing skills. 

Furthermore, it was stated by (11) The Effect of Using Outline Techniques to Improve 

Students' Ability in Descriptive Writing (2018) How Outline Writing Techniques in 

Writing Descriptive Texts Can Improve Students' Ability. Therefore, this study was 

conducted to investigate the effective use of outlines. To improve students' writing 

components such as content and organization in descriptive texts (Amin, 2018). 

Action research was chosen as the research design. The focus was limited to 

students' writing components, especially content and organization, and the use of 

outlines. One class was the participant since the problematic class. Pre-tests and post-

tests were used to collect student writing data. After the pre-test results were assessed, 

outlines were given directly. And then, they began to do the post-test. The results 

found that there was a significant change between the pre-test and post-test where the 

post-test had a higher score than the pre-test. It was also found that outlines helped 

their writing, especially in the content and organization of students' essay writing. 

In this classroom action research, the researcher used a qualitative approach 

because it allows researchers to describe the data obtained. A qualitative approach is 

defined as a research approach that focuses on natural phenomena because its 

orientation is naturalistic and fundamental, or natural, and cannot be conducted in a 

laboratory but must be conducted in the field. Therefore, this type of research is called 

a field study (Nazir, 1986:159) as stated in (8) (M. Januar Ibnu Adham, 2021). 

The use of a qualitative approach, particularly in classroom action research, is 

emphasized by Rochiati in (8), stating that 'classroom action research is qualitative 

research, although the data collected can be quantitative, where the descriptions are 

descriptive in the form of words, where the researcher is the primary instrument in 

data collection, and the process is as important as the product.' 

METHOD 
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The research design in this study is Classroom Action Research (CAR). This is a 

method to solve teaching problems objectively and systematically. Classroom action 

research is applied in this study in order to see the improvement of students' abilities 

in writing narrative texts (Bal & Öztürk, 2025). Action research is an important tool 

that empowers teachers to find their own answers to their own questions (Indriani, 

Jaja, Kurnia, & Hasanudin, 2022). In addition, classroom action research is useful for 

improving and modifying the teaching and learning process. The use of a qualitative 

approach, especially in classroom action research (Al Islamiah & Sari, 2021), is 

emphasized by Rochiati in (8) stating that 'classroom action research is qualitative 

research, although the data collected can be quantitative, where the description is 

descriptive in the form of word descriptions, where the researcher is the first 

instrument in data collection, the process is as important as the product. According to 

Watts (1985:118) in (5) as well as (12), action research is a process in which participants 

examine their own educational practices systematically and carefully, using research 

techniques (Davy Tsz Kit, Luo, Chan, & Chu, 2022). 

Research Procedure 

This research consists of two cycles. Both cycles 1 and 2 encompass the following 

steps: planning, acting, observing, and reflecting. If these steps are not achieved in 

cycle 1, the above activities will be repeated: planning, acting, observing, and 

reflecting 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The purpose of this study was to determine the improvement of students' 

writing skills through flowchart media. The research data were students' writing 

results (quantitative data) and the results of notes and observations made (qualitative 

data). The proposal writing test was given three times. The first was a test conducted 

at the beginning without any techniques, which can be called a pre-cycle test, and the 

next test was writing using flowchart media during critical reading learning. Based on 

previous observations and the results of the pre-cycle test, students' abilities were still 

low and most could not reach the standard score. However, their scores showed 

continuous improvement with each test implementation. There was an improvement 

in student scores, finally at the end of the learning all students passed the test with 

good results. The application of flowchart media improved student performance and 

the acquisition of proposal writing skills. This improvement is shown in the following 

table (Davy Tsz Kit et al., 2022): 
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Improving students' writing skills using the flowchart method effectively helps 

develop a logical, systematic, and structured framework of thought before composing 

sentences. Flowcharts facilitate the visualization of ideas, reduce errors in story 

structure, and speed up the writing process by providing a clear flow from the 

beginning to the end of the story (Du, 2020). This study aims to provide a solution to 

the lack of understanding, namely applying flowchart media to student proposal 

writing. The steps for applying flowchart media to proposal writing in this study 

include (1) introducing flowchart media to students, (2) students applying the 

flowchart method in proposal writing, and (3) evaluating the application of flowchart 

media. Flowchart learning media can be used as a method in improving writing skills 

in proposal preparation (Indriani et al., 2022). 

 



Rina Octavia Simarmata, Nurhayati Sitorus, Fenty Debora Napitupulu, Abdi Putra Arianto 

Simanjuntak, Aryo Hans Pardomuan - Improving Students' Proposal Writing Abilities Through 

Flowcharts 

168 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This research consisted of two cycles (Meiarista & Widhiyanto, 2020). In the first 

cycle, students were confused and unfamiliar with the technique because it was their 

first time applying a technique they were unfamiliar with. Consequently, they were 

unable to perform well on the first proposal writing test (Meiarista & Widhiyanto, 

2020). Therefore, they needed a second cycle. During the second cycle, students were 

more relaxed and enjoyed the learning process using the flowchart, allowing them to 

understand critical reading more easily and quickly. They were then able to focus on 

the learning stages (Ariyanto, 2018). Using the flowchart, and they performed well on 

the test. These results were evident in the increasing average (mean) student scores in 

each cycle (Lumbanraja & Reynoso, 2019). 

In the implementation of this research using flowchart media on students at 

HKBP Nommensen University, success or improvement was achieved. This success is 

proven by the results of the increased scores during the Pre-Test, then given treatment 

related to Flowchart media and then conducted a Post-Test to measure success. 

English consists of four skills, namely listening, speaking, reading and writing. One 

of the language skills is writing. Writing is the process of expressing thoughts, ideas, 

opinions, experiences, events, and history, such as letters, notes, shopping lists, and 

others. Writing is the process of transforming thoughts and ideas into written form.  

REFERENSI 

Ahmad, M., Siddiqui, D., Abu-Rabi, I., Butterworth, C., Cantori, L. J., História, M. E. 
M., … Elizalde, P. C. (1967). Siahaan. Angewandte Chemie International Edition, 
6(11), 951–952., 42(2), 283. 

Al Islamiah, S. F., & Sari, D. M. M. (2021). Using Outlining Strategy In Essay Writing 
For Elt Students’. Jurnal Basis, 8(1), 141. 
Https://Doi.Org/10.33884/Basisupb.V8i1.3688 

Amin, M. S. (2018). Perbedaan Struktur Otak Dan Perilaku Belajar Antara Pria Dan 
Wanita; Eksplanasi Dalam Sudut Pandang Neuro Sains Dan Filsafat. Jurnal 
Filsafat Indonesia, 1(1), 38. Https://Doi.Org/10.23887/Jfi.V1i1.13973 

Ariyanto, S. (2018). A Portrait Of Gender Bias In The Prescribed Indonesian Elt 
Textbook For Junior High School Students. Sexuality & Culture, 22(4), 1054–1076. 
Https://Doi.Org/10.1007/S12119-018-9512-8 

Bal, M., & Öztürk, E. (2025). The Potential Of Deep Learning In Improving K‐12 
Students’ Writing Skills: A Systematic Review. British Educational Research Journal, 
51(3), 1295–1312. Https://Doi.Org/10.1002/Berj.4120 

Belcher, D. D. (1995). Academic Writing For Graduate Students. English For Specific 
Purposes, 14(2), 175–179. Https://Doi.Org/10.1016/0889-4906(95)90003-9 

Damayanti, A., Suradika, A., Roshonah, A. F., Pujiati, D., Nur Aini, A., & Rahmah, S. 



Rina Octavia Simarmata, Nurhayati Sitorus, Fenty Debora Napitupulu, Abdi Putra Arianto 

Simanjuntak, Aryo Hans Pardomuan - Improving Students' Proposal Writing Abilities Through 

Flowcharts 

169 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F. (2024). Structural Analytic Synthetic Learning Method For Early Reading 
Ability. Jpud - Jurnal Pendidikan Usia Dini, 18(1), 287–298. 
Https://Doi.Org/10.21009/Jpud.181.20 

Davy Tsz Kit, N. G., Luo, W., Chan, H. M. Y., & Chu, S. K. W. (2022). Using Digital 
Story Writing As A Pedagogy To Develop Ai Literacy Among Primary Students. 
Computers And Education: Artificial Intelligence, 3(February), 100054. 
Https://Doi.Org/10.1016/J.Caeai.2022.100054 

Demos, T. J. (2021). Action Ferrence. A Concise Companion To Visual Culture, 459–475. 
Https://Doi.Org/10.1002/9781119415480.Ch27 

Du, Y. (2020). Study On Cultivating College Students’ English Autonomous Learning 
Ability Under The Flipped Classroom Model. English Language Teaching, 13(6), 
13–19. Https://Doi.Org/Http://Www.Ccsenet.Org/Journal/Index.Php/Elt 

Hyland, K. (2013). Teaching And Researching Writing. Teaching And Researching 
Writing. Https://Doi.Org/10.4324/9781315833729 

Indriani, P., Jaja, J., Kurnia, M. D., & Hasanudin, C. (2022). Utilization Of The Wattpad 
Application To Improve Short Story Writing Skills For Students. Mediasi Jurnal 
Kajian Dan Terapan Media, Bahasa, Komunikasi, 3(3), 323–337. 
Https://Doi.Org/10.46961/Mediasi.V3i3.604 

Khasinah, S. (2013). Classroom Action Research. Jurnal Pionir, Volume 1, Nomor 1, 1(2), 
33–61. 

Lumbanraja, B., & Reynoso, L. C. (2019). English Teachers’ Effectiveness And 
Students’ English Proficiency At Selected Colleges In Dili, East Timor: Input For 
Enhancement Programs. English Language Teaching, 12(10), 96. 
Https://Doi.Org/10.5539/Elt.V12n10p96 

M. Januar Ibnu Adham. (2021). Model Deep Dialogue/Critical Thinking Sebagai 
Wujud Wawasan Perbuatan Dan Keterlibatan Kebangsaan Yang Kritis Dan 
Demokratis. Edukasia: Jurnal Pendidikan Dan Pembelajaran, 2(1), 53–64. 
Https://Doi.Org/10.62775/Edukasia.V2i1.36 

Meiarista, K., & Widhiyanto, W. (2020). Theme-Rheme Configuration In Recount 
Texts Produced By Indonesian Efl Students. Elt Forum: Journal Of English Language 
Teaching, 9(1), 55–64. Https://Doi.Org/10.15294/Elt.V9i1.37148 

Nugraha, M. R., & Basuki, B. (2021). Kesulitan Kemampuan Pemecahan Masalah 
Matematis Siswa Smp Di Desa Mulyasari Pada Materi Statistika. Plusminus: Jurnal 
Pendidikan Matematika, 1(2), 235–248. 
Https://Doi.Org/10.31980/Plusminus.V1i2.1259 

Setiawati, T., Muhtadi, D., & Rosaliana, D. (2019). Kemampuan Penalaran Matematis 
Siswa Pada Soal Aplikasi. Prosiding Seminar Nasional & Call For Papers, 748–753. 



Rina Octavia Simarmata, Nurhayati Sitorus, Fenty Debora Napitupulu, Abdi Putra Arianto 

Simanjuntak, Aryo Hans Pardomuan - Improving Students' Proposal Writing Abilities Through 

Flowcharts 

170 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wang, W., & Zhou, C. (2017). Effective Strategies To Improve English Teaching. 
(February), 217–220. Https://Doi.Org/10.5220/0006447502170220 

Yulandari, H. (2023). Analisis Kemampuan Komunikasi Matematis Siswa Melalui 
Model Pembelajaran Kooperatif Tipe Tsts. Jurnal Riset Rumpun Matematika Dan 
Ilmu Pengetahuan Alam, 2(1), 153–166. 
Https://Doi.Org/10.55606/Jurrimipa.V2i1.748 

 


